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THE ANCIENT TESTIMONY 
Of the Religious Society of Friends, &c. 
(Continued from page 146.) 
OF THE ONE TRUE GOD, AND THE THREE THAT 
BEAR RECORD IN HEAVEN. 


We believe in one only wise, omnipotent 
and everlasting God, the creator and upholder 
of all things, visible and invisible,—and in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, 


- the mediator between God and man,—and in 


the Holy Spirit, which proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son; one God, blessed forever, 
to whom belong all glory and honour, adora- 
tion and praise, forever.—Amen. 

In speaking of the infinite, eternal Being, 
we have always considered it most proper and 


Consistent with his all-glorious and incompre- 


hensible existence and attributes, and safest 
for us, finite creatures, to confine ourselves to 
the language of Holy Scripture. For this 
reason, and because it tends to perplexity and 
doubt, the Society has always objected to the 
use of the terms person and personality, in 
speaking of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Man may think, by his wisdom and 
learning, to define the Divine existence, and 
render it more intelligible than the holy men 
who wrote under the immediate guidance of 
the Holy Ghost; but we believe that all such 
attempts will ever be vain and futile, and that 
it is our duty humbly to receive, and rest 
satisfied with, the description of the Three 
that bear record in heaven, given tows in the 
language of Holy Scripture, without attempt- 
ing to pry further into this sacred mystery. 
To speak of the Supreme Being as constituted 
of three persons, and to attempt to define in 
familiar terms the relative place and office of 
each, we believe does not tend to edification, 
but is calculated to lessen that reverence and 
fear which ought always to clothe the mind 
in speaking of Almighty God; tends to be- 
wilder and confuse the sincere inquirer after 
truth, and not only leads into unprofitable 
speculation, but may give ground to the scep- 
tic to cavil at the Christian religion. 

_ Our ancient Friends, though often assailed 
in reference to this article of their faith, by 


persons who laboured to draw them into the|is in the Son, and the Son is in the Father. 
use of terms which they considered improper| No man knoweth the Son but the Father, 
and unscriptural, steadily refused to depart | neither knoweth any man the Father save the 
from the language of the prophets, and of our | Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
blessed Lord and his apostles, in relation to| him. The Spirit searcheth all things, yea the 
it; even though they were charged with | deep things of God. For the things of God 
unsoundness of principle, because they re-|knowetl no man, but the Spirit of God. Now 
jectéd those scholastic terms of their oppo-/|the saints have received, not the spirit of the 
nents, world, but the Spirit which is of God, that they 
George Fox, in a work entitled, “ An An-| might know the things which are freely given 
swer to all such as falsely say the Quakers| them of God. For the Comforter, which is 
are no Christians,” writes thus on this sub-|the Holy Ghost, whom the Father sends in 
ject, viz. :— Christ’s name, he teacheth them all things, 
“We own the Father, the Son, and the|and bringeth all things to their remem- 
Holy Ghost, as the apostles have declared. | brance.” 
And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, be-| Concerning the Father, the Word, and the 
cause the Spirit is truth; for there are three | Spirit, William Penn, says, “ Because we 
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the| have been very cautious in expressing our 
Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three | faith concerning that great mystery, especi- 
are one; and there are three which bear re-|ally in such school-terms and philosophical 
cord in earth, which we own. And now let| distinctions as are unscriptural, if not unsound, 
none be offended, because we do not call them | the tendency whereof has been to raise frivo- 
by those unscriptural names of Trinity and|lous controversies and animosities amongst 
Three persons, which are not Scripture|men, we have by those who desire to lessen 
words; and so do falsely say, that we deny | our Christian reputation, been represented as 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, | deniers of the Trinity at large; whereas, we 
which three are one, that bear record in|ever believed, and as constantly maintained, 
heaven, &c. ; which three we own with all our | the truth of that blessed Holy Scripture three 
hearts, as the Apostle John did, and as all|that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
true Christians ever did, and nowdo. And if| Word, and the Spirit, and that these three are 
you sey; we are not Christians, because we do|one; the which, we both sincerely and re- 
not call the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, the | verently believe, according to 1 John v. 7. 
Trinity, distinct and separate persons, then} And this is sufficient for us to believe and 
you may as well conclude that John was no} know, and hath a tendency to edification and 
Christian, who did not give the Father, Word, | holiness; when the contrary centres only in 
and Holy Ghost those names. imaginations and strife, and persecution, where 
“ We believe, concerning God the Father, |it runs high, and to parties, as may be read 
Son, and Spirit, according to the testimony of | in bloody characters in the ecclesiastical his- 
the Holy Scripture, which we receive and | tories.” 
embrace as the most authentic and perfect} The following is extracted from a work 
declaration of Christian faith, being indited | written by George Whitehead, entitled “ The 
by the Holy Spirit of God, that never errs: | Divinity of Christ, and unity of the Three 
lst. That there is one God and Father, of| that bear record in heaven, and the blessed 
whom are all things; 2dly. That there is| end and effects of Christ’s appearance, coming 
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom all things | in the flesh, suffering and sacrifice for sinners, 
were made, who was glorified with the Father | confessed and vindicated by his followers, the 
before the world began, who is God over all, | Quakers.” 
blessed forever ; that there is one Holy Spirit,) “The divinity of Christ confessed by us 
the promise of the Father and the Son, and| called Quakers, and what we own touching 
leader and sanctifier, and comforter of his|the Deity or Godhead, according to the 
people. And we further believe, as the Holy | Scriptures; that there is but one God the 
Scriptures soundly and sufficiently express,| Father, of whom are all things, and we in 
that these three are one, even the Father, the|him,—and one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
Word, and the Spirit.” whom are all things, and we by him. 
Robert Barclay, in his Confession of Faith,|That there are three that bear record in 
says, “ There is one God, who is a Spirit;| heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Spi- 
and this is the message which the apostles| rit, and that these three are one, both in 
heard of him, and declared unto the saints, | divinity, divine substance and essence ; not 
that he is light, and in him is no darkness at| three Gods, nor separate beings,—that they 
all. There are three that bear record in|are called by several names in Scripture, as 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy | manifest to and in the saints; (for whatsoever 
Ghost, and these three are one. The Father| may be known of God, is manifest in man; 
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Rom. 1,) and their record received as the 
full testimony of three, by such as truly know 
and own the record of the three in earth ; and 
yet they are eternally one in nature and be- 
ing ; one infinite wisdom, one power, one love, 
one light and life, &c. 

“ We never denied the divinity of Christ, 
as most injuriously we have been accused by 
some prejudiced spirits, who prejudicially, in 
their perverse contests, have sought occasion 
against us; as chiefly because when some of 
us were in dispute with [others,] we could not 
own their unscriptural distinctions and terms, 
touching the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit; to wit, of their being incommunica- 
ble, distinct, separate persons, or substances ; 
whereas, the Father, the Word, and Spirit, 
are one—not to be compared to corruptible 
men, nor to finite creatures or persons, which 
are limitable and separable. For the only 
wise God, the Creator of all, who is one, and 
his name one, is infinite and inseparable. And 
the Father’s begetting the Son, and the Spi- 
rit’s being sent, we witness to and own, as he 
said, ‘Thou art my Son, this day have I be- 
gotten thee.’ And he hath sent his Spirit 
into our hearts—and that the Father is in the 
Son, and the Son in the Father, yea in the 
bosom of the Father ; so that they are neither 
divided nor separate, being one, and of one 
infinite nature and substance—Christ being 
the image of the invisible God, the first-born 
of every creature, by whom all things were 
created, both in heaven and in earth. Yea, 
the Son of God is the brightness of his glory 
and the express image of his substance. And 
that it was in due time that God was manifest 
in flesh, as in the fulness of time God sent his 
Son—and the Son of God was made manifest 
to destroy sin—and a manifestation of the 
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
So the manifestation of the Father, of the 
Son, and Holy Spirit, we confess to and own 
to be in unity, and so the only true God, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. 

* And that Jesus Christ being in the form 
of God, thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God, and yet as a Son, in the fulness of 
time was sent of the Father, and took on him 
the form of a servant, in which state, he said, 
‘My Father is greater than I.’ And he 
learned obedience through suffering, and was 
made perfect, and is become an everlasting 
High Priest, after the order of Melchizedeck, 
and is the author of eternal salvation unto all 
them that obey him; and God hath given us 
eternal life in his Son. And unto us a child 
is born and a Son is given, whose name is 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the 
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, and 
he is over all, God blessed forever, even the 
true God and eternal life. So that the deity 
or divinity of Christ, in his eternal, infinite, 
glorious state, we really confess aud own, 
having known his virtue and power to redeem 
us from our vain conversations, and to save 
us from wrath to come. 

“ And we judge that such expressions and 
words, as the Holy Ghost fhught the true 
apostles and holy men, mentioned in the 
Scriptures, are most meet to speak of God 
and Christ, and not the words of man’s wis- 
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dom, or human inventions and devised distinc- ;of obedience. He believes that the way of 


tions, since the apostles’ days.” 
(To be continued.) 
For ‘* The Friend.” 
OBEDIENCE---KNOW LEDGE. 


In the 15th number of * The Friend” is an 
interesting essay on the continuance of our 
Friendships in the Future Life. To the 
greater part of that essay, I have no objec- 
tions. I fully agree that the opinion to which 
the author objects is visionary and fanciful ; 
but every man has feelings which would be 
gratified if it were true, and which therefore, 
at times, he can but hope are well founded. 
It is liable to a severer condemnation when 
it becomes a part of that sentimental religion, 
which, as the writer well observes, is so pre- 
valent in our times, and which has so powerful 
and dangerous an influence in concealing from 
ourselves the actual condition of the heart. 

But I think the author has incautiously left 


stand upon, in his speculations concerning the 
condition of the blessed, as regards the facul- 
ties retained by them. ‘To all reasonings on 
this subject, the only proper answer seems to 
me to be—we know nothing about it. Revela- 
tion has not clearly unfolded—the human mind 
has no faculties capable of exploring, these 
awful mysteries of a world that lies altogether 
beyond the range of experience and observa- 
tion. 

As I think the evils which have flowed 
from this mingling of opinions and theories 
on religion with revealed truth, and with the 
results of experience, have been among the 
great causes of the declension of vital piety 
in the Christian world, I will take the present 
occasion to point out some of the various 
shapes in which they present themselves, and 
the dangers to which a Society, professing, 
as we do, is liable therefrom. 

It was by engaging in speculations beyond 
the limits of our powers, that many of the 
heresies of the early ages arose. Men fresh 
from the schools of pagan philosophy sought 
to form theories consistent with their own 
notions, as to the inscrutable mysteries of the 
Godhead ; and the wildest chimeras, and most 
dangerous errors of opinion and practice fol- 
lowed. On the other hand, men sound in the 
faith sought to meet these bold innovators on 
their own ground, and to harmonise with, and 
explain by the dogmas of the schools, the 
faith of the Gospel ; and this error, has, per- 
haps, been the more serious of the two. For 
the heresies and the wild fanaticism which 
the former engendered, came to an end; 
whereas the unsound philosophy which was 
brought to the aid of sound opinions, still 
maintains its influence in the Christian world. 

To my mind, the fairest aspect of Quaker- 
ism, is the manner in which it teaches us that 
the progress of the true believer is guided. It 
turns the mind aside from merely speculative 
opinions to the path of duty. It tests at 
every step therein the reality of our profes- 
sion. It never suffers mere opinion to take 
the place of living, practical faith. Know- 
ledge—to the true Quaker—is the daughter 


the only firm ground for religious opinion Obe is thus first, and midst, and last of 


life is one in which the way-faring man, 
though a fool, may walk. He is assured that 
if he ubeys in singleness of heart, the mani- 
fested will of Christ, he will be led from 
knowledge to knowledge of all that it concerns 
him to know. ‘There will be a certainty and 
assurance in this knowledge accompanying 
obedience, with which mere speculative 
opinions have nothing in common. The spi- 
rit which is thus imparted, is one of clear and 
calm undisputatious confidence in the Truth. 
That such is the real character of Quaker- 
ism, is proved by the lives of all its most emi- 
nent and consistent disciples. 

No matter how trivial the requisition,—if 
the still small voice enforce it,—it must be 
obeyed, or all progress, without there be a 
further visitation, is atan end. And all the 
Christian virtues follow in the train of obedi- 
ence—docility to the Great Teacher—humili- 
ty before God—distrust of man’s own powers 
—faith, charity, patience, and long suffering. 
the Christian virtues. It is indeed the 
sole condition of attaining to any one of 
them. 

It is ever to be borne in mind that this 
knowledge of Divine Truth, which is, when 
it goes hand in hand, with obedience, a true 
and saving knowledge, may, by being treasur- 
ed up in the memory, become a part of the 
intellectual stores of the natural man. Dis- 
obedience destroys the practical efficacy of 
such knowledge, while its effects upon the 
theoretical views of religion are ofien such as 
to conceal from the individual and his friends 
the deadness which is creeping over him. 
There is generally, if not always, in the se- 
cret of the heart a consciousness of the falling 
off. We may strive then to recover our in- 
ward self-approbation by a higher profession, 
by greater assiduity in external performances, 
and we too ofien impose not merely on others, 
but on ourselves by these efforts. Who is 
there that cannot trace in the lines of his own 
experience the incipient stages at least of this 
fatal delusion? How often does this spiritual 
palsy creep from limb to limb over the whole 
frame ? 

This secret falling off from an obedience to 
the requisitions of the Divine Teacher, is the 
evil germ from which has sprung a large 
portion of the empty profession and ceremo- 
nial religion there are in the world. Among 
the heathen, who deemed that the favour of 
the gods was to be propitiated by offerings, 
men thoffht they fulfilled all the duties, by 
performing the public ceremonials of religion. 
The same feeling helps to keep alive to this 
day the rites and ceremonies which are but 
too often the substitutes for vital religion. 
This is seen in the dependence placed on the 
outward ritual—the sacraments, as they are 
called, of the Romish and most Protestant 
sects ; and which may deceive the individual 
as to his own real state, by making outward 
compliances with prescribed forms, the great 
test of the soundness of his spiritual condition, 
It is with good reason that our book of Dis- 
cipline speaks of them as “ the teachings and 
impositions of men, out of which the Lord, by 
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his Spirit and power, hath gathered our So- change which has come over him, until some | undisputatious earnestness, alike removed from 


ciety.” 


left our Society, to place themselves under 


minding us of the lapse of time and the chan- 


these impositions and teachings, | cannot but ges of the inuer man. 


think they seek a shorter and easier road,! 
than the painful and difficult one which every | 


true disciple must pursue. Some perhaps to keep pace with knowledge. There can be, 
desire a profession more in favour with the as I have said, no belief so firm as that which | 


Such is the case in regard to their brethren 
in the faith, of those whose obedience ceases 


world, that admits of an alliance with its|springs from living experience. Sentiments 


pleasures and rewards. To some the silent|on religion, growing on any other grounds, 


meeting, the short and simple exhortation 


may have become irksome. Others losing |acutely we may reason respecting them, how- 
lever we may think to fortify them by the au- 


sight of that fundamental principle of our 
fuith, the Light of Christ within, may have 
become ensnared by arguments which they 
cannot by their own reasoning powers refute. 
Whatever strength such converts have added 
to the societies which they have joined, we all | 
know how little they have taken from our 
own. 

In these cases, the deviations are palpable 
to the meanest capacity that is divinely en- 
lightened. But it is surprising how wide a 
departure will pass undetected, by those who 
are not kept quick of understanding in the 
fear of the Lord, if no overt act betrays its 
extent. When Elisha Bates submitted to the 
rite of water baptism, his influence in the So- 
ciety was at once destroyed. Would he not 
have continued to be a leader to many, had he 
been wily enough to avoid this one compli- 
ance? 

The taint of unsound opinions, which thus 
springs from secret disobedience, may lurk un- 
seen in the constitution, like those obscure 
diseases, the symptoms of which are percepti- 
ble only to the practised eye, until they be- 
come incurable. Let us then endeavour to 
trace the rise and the progress of that spirit 
of speculative religion, and of empty formality, 
against which our early Friends waged an 
incessant war; and from the inroads of which 
no human society can ever with safety cease 
to watch. 

To repeat what I have before remarked, 
the mere profession of sound doctrine is not 
religion. No matter how sound the form of 
words, or how zealous the profession, if we 
bring not forth its fruits, we are not grafted 
on the true vine, we are not of the flock of the 
companions of Christ. It is one of the sub- 
tlest deceptions of the unwearied adversary, 
thus gradually to loosen opinion and belief 
from their hold on conduct. Whatever does 
this—makes men contented with a mere pro- 
fession, and diverts the mind from the straight, 
yet narrow path of duty. He who parts from 
his companions, for a road which seems to 
run in the direction which they are pursuing, 
keeps for a time the same objects in view ; he 
is within hearing of their voices, within sight 
of their persons, and flatters himself that the 

wider and pleasanter course which he is fol- 
lowing, must end atthe same point. He does 
not think of the change which is gradually 
taking place in the scenery around him—the 
increasing distance between him and his old 





bear words, and not realities; and however 


thority of Scripture and of pious men, they 
are to us but opinions. As such, they are 
changeable and uncertain. Wanting the foun- 
dation of experimental knowledge, they are 
liable to be warped by the passions and the 
interests—to be turned aside by ingenious and 
artful reasonings ; and not unfrequently they 
undergo a total change, through gradations, 
scarcely perceived at the time by the indi-| 
vidual himself. 

It is no easy task to indicate the precise | 
point at which opinions that run parallel for) 
a considerable length begin to deviate. The 
broad and general principles may be sufh- 





ciently clear and distinct, while the forms of 


\of those events occur, which, in the progress | the love of curious speculation, from exagger- 


When I look around upon those who have of life, chill us to the heart, by suddenly re- lated profession, and from indifference. 


On the other hand, the tendency of a sys- 
tem which regards the Scripture as the sole 
foundation, and relies upon it as the only 
source of religious Truth, is to make the 
knowledge of their contents the test of reli- 
gious standing. ‘The two doctrines are not in 
their effects, to a considerable extent, and in 
a certain sense, incompatible, for a holy self- 
denying life is avowedly the great end of both. 
Yet the latter leaves exposed a weak point 
of the human heart, which the former care- 
fully guards; for where the greatest impor- 
tance is attached to the knowledge of doctrine, 
the formal profession of belief comes to be 
accepted as the sign of that change of heart, 


|which, on the other system, is tested by a 


change of life. Not that the one does not 
regard a religious life, and the other sound 
doctrine. But such is man, that where the 
belief is in any way countenanced, that the 
performance of certain rituals and forms is 
acceptable to the Almighty, and where it is 
found that it will pass with the dispensers of 
reputation for the reality of religion, the mind 
may lend itself to the delusion, and not only 
rest contented with the mere profession, but 


expression which separately flow from them | seek by exaggerated expressions of piety and 
may shade into each other, so as to require a| devotion to conceal its own secret conscious- 
nicer eye than ordinary to detect the source | ness of short coming from itself, and even to 
from which they spring. Forms of expres-| gain a high name for religion, by the strict- 
sion may thus incautiously be introduced |ness with which all the rituals of the worship 
among the members of a religious society, |are performed. 
which involve consequences fatal to its own} This religion, which has its seat in the 
fundamental principles, and to its dearest tes-| intellect, may leave unsubdued the affections 
timonies. The doctrine of the immediate |and passions of the natural man. It leads to 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, the belief that it} a dependence upon an assent to the opinions 
is the same Divine Monitor which convicts of | derived from Scripture—to elaborate investi- 
sin in the dawn of life, that is the Leader and | gations of Scriptural doctrines, and an over- 
Teacher of the people of God—the assurance | estimate of the importance of such knowledge. 
that obedience to these early teachings, faith-| Far am I from denying the real value of such 
fulness in the day of little things, is the condi-| researches. But the point I wish to enforce 
tion of all growth in true religion, impart to|is, that where they are not made under the 
the society which lives up to this faith, a cha-| influence of the Holy Spirit, where they do 
racter altogether peculiar. A godly self-deny-|not go hand in hand with obedience, accord- 
ing life—sincerity to the very core of the|ing to knowledge, they are—even where they 
heart—a scrupulously tender conscience—a | do not, from extrinsic causes, lead into error— 
liveliness of all the spiritual faculties, these|but barren learning. The result of such 
and their kindred virtues, will be found among | researches will, however, in many cases, de- 
such a people, accompanied, it may be, by | pend on the authors who are consuited. And 
very little of what the learned term theologi-| hence it is that so many inexperieuced per- 
cal knowledge. sons, anxious for a more systematic and for- 
The primary duty being to follow the mani- | mal exposition of religious truth than our own 
festation of the Light of Christ, as regards the | writers have given, have resigned their un- 
course proper for the individual himself—a |derstandings to the guidance of the sectaries 
blameless life, and the subjugation of the pas-|into whose companionship they have first 
sions and propensities to the yoke of the cross | fallen. 
become the great tests of religious standing.} In point of fact, I doubt whether any 
All these effects of the guidance of the Spirit | Christian community views Scripture with a 
run parallel, so to speak, with the inspired | truer regard than the Society of Friends. We 
volume. The humble Christian who thus| receive it as the authentic record of Revela- 
lives up to his knowledge, finds in the perusal |tion. We hold all doctrine contrary to it to 
of the Holy Scriptures one of his greatest} be a delusion of the evil one. We scrupu- 
|consolations, and he is led by that Spirit into|lously adhere to its language in enunciating 
the belief of all its doctrines, It confirms his} our principles. Whatever brevity there may 
own experience ; it cheers his drooping heart; | be in our expressions on some points, is owing 






companions—or the new associates that are|it opens to his illuminated eye the ways of| to this, that there is the same in the language 
slowly taking their place ; for his mind has|God with man. Thus it is that he grows in| of Scripture itself. Yet we cannot agree with 
gradually become accustomed to all this ; nor| spiritual knowledge, and that one of the most} the writers who term it the word of God, and 


is he aroused to the full consciousness of the| striking features of his character becomes an | the original fountain of Christian doctrine, and 
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we ought to be aware of the consequences 
likely to flow from the incautious use of lan- 
guage, which is the expression of opinions 
held by us to be unsound, &c. 

Another instance of the influence which this 
adoption of modes of thought and expression 
foreign to our principles, exerts, is found in 
the different views respecting the First-day of 
the week. Other religious societies habitually 
apply to it the name of Sabbath, which im- 

lies that, this particular day of the week 
San been consecrated by a perpetual decree to 
rest and Divine worship, and that any labour 
performed therein is a violation of the Divine 
law. That the day should be employed in 
serious thoughts and Divine worship, is our 
sincere belief and practice, but not for the 
reason given. The Friend who blends in his own 
mind the two reasons for observing this day, 
is in danger of leaning on the wrong one, and 
of giving his assent to the maxims on which 
it is founded. Now, so far as he does this, 
he weakens as to himself one of the strongest 
defences of our doctrines. For, if the Jewish 
Sabbath form an exception—if, with respect 
to it, the hand-writing of ordinances has 
not been blotted out—then is it not true, that 
Christ’s dispensation is purely spiritual ; and 
if so there may be other exceptions, and our 
whole system be built upon the sand. This opin- 
ion of the sanctity of the day cannot fail to im- 
part a feeling, that the worship performed 
therein must be peculiarly acceptable to the 
Divine Being, and it must lessen in the same 
degree the value of that which is performed at 
other stated times. It may even be assigned 
as the cause of an imagined effect—namely, 
that these mid-week assemblies do not answer 
the purpose of social worship and communion 
to their full extent. 

Another and unhappy characteristic of this 
religion of sentiment and speculation, is, that 
as it has its life in excitement, in proportion 
as it prevails, the calm and simple narratives 
contained in the journals of our own Friends 
become flat and distasteful, and are forsaken 
for more highly wrought and exciting expres- 
sions of devotional feeling. This change of 
taste, I think, does great injustice to those 
excellent writings. To my mind, they are 
among the most instructive and edifying of 
religious compositions. They are more free, 
asa class, from cant, from affectation, from 
exaggeration, than any other religious auto- 
biographies. Their very nakedness of the 
ornaments of style constituting what some 
esteem their dulness, is closely connected with 
their highest merit. Each one of them is the 
faithful record of a new exemplification—vary- 
ing with the individual’s temperament, intel- 
lect, previous history and condition in life—of 
the power of the Holy Spirit to conform and 
to mould all these opposing elements to its 
own blessed purposes, and proving by the uni- 
formity of the result, in so many various and 


that Divine Power to which they bear testi- 
mony. 

A religion of form is the necessary conse- 
quence of this loosening of opinion from its 
hold upon conduct—the natural substitute for 
that taking up of the cross which is so diffi- 


cult for the natural man, who rarely fails to 
seek to supply by artificial heat the decay of 
the inner warmth of vital and spiritual reii- 
gion. 


have been called upon to preach the gospel, 
how effectually does it close to them the 
spring of living ministry. Where it becomes 
that of the hearer, how does it take away the 
power of discriminating the sound from the 
unsound, the living from the dead? A lifeless 
ministry, dull and drowsy meetings, an im- 
patience of silent worship, thus imperceptibly 
creep in. 


secret defection from obedience influences the 
social relations and the religious common. 
wealth, we shall find equal occasion for melan- 
choly reflection. Its first effect being to re- 
move the power by which the natural propen- 
sities are kept in subjection, they soon regain 
their influence, softened, it is true, and accom- 
modated to the peculiar position of the indi- 
vidual. The propensities and passions of man 
can feed and fatten on whatever food is offered 
tothem. Vanity may lurk beneath the neat 
and costly garment, how plain soever its fash- 


ble sphere of the duties of society. 






opposite cases, the reality and the efficacy of 
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amiable manners—and basking in a sort of 
Christianized Epicurianism. 

Let no one seek to turn aside the severe 
reality of these truths, by fastening them upon 
others, or accuse me of fomenting unworthy 
feelings. There are times when the duties 
for which men must prepare themselves re- 
quire the closest examination of themselves, 
the most unsparing truth toothers. May the 
Father of Spirits grant unto the church, 
should that hour of her need ever come— 
champions—regardless of obloquy and fear- 
less of man—who shall, in the majesty of 
meekness, and the invulnerable armour of 
integrity, stand forth, for the right and the 
true—the law and the testimony ! 


If this become the situation of those who 


If we examine the manner in which this 


Even sin may be sinfully reproved; how 
thinkest thou that sin shall redress sin, and 
restore the sinner.— Leighton. 


——— 


Diep, at his residence in Baltimore county, Mary- 
land, on the morning of the 27th of Eleventh month, 
1843, Jesse Scort, in the eighty-first year of his age, 
a member and elder of Gunpowder Monthly Meeting. 
He was strongly attached to the doctrines of the Socict 
of Friends to his death. He bore his afflictions wit 


ion ; ambition find an ample field in the hum- | much patience, and quietly passed away. 


[The following notice of a Friend, whose death was 
mentioned the week before Jast, coming from his im. 
mediate neighbourhood, it is thought best to insert.) 


, in Philadelphia, on the 19th ultimo, whither he 
had gone for the benefit of medical advice, Samuet E. 
Spencer, of Moreland, Montgomery county, Pa., in the 
fifty-seventh year of his age. At the period when that 
disorganising spirit arose in our religious Society, 
which not only endeavoured speciously to overthrow 
the discipline, but to subvert our ancient faith, the dis. 
criminating mind of our deceased friend was favoured 
to see its dangerous drift, and with steadfastness he took 
his stand on the side of the “ Man of Nazareth.’ With 
the few members of Horsham Monthly Meeting, who 
were made willing to be of the number of his despised 
followers, Samucl Spencer cordially united; and not 
only kindly provided a house for the accommodation of 
that meeting, but in many ways cuntributed to encour- 
age and animate his fellow-believers.—Through a 
humble reliance on the merits of his crucified Redeem- 
er, he was mercifully favoured to feel the sting of death 
removed, so that the grave, over him, had no victory.— 
Shortly before his peaceful departure from the shackles 
of mortality, being greatly wasted by disease, he ex- 
pressed his willingness to die, and his readiness to 
depart ; and very precious and comforting was the evi- 
dence felt and expressed at his interment, that our sor- 
row for him “ was not like to those who have no hope.” 


Nay, more-—do but allow them a corner, 
however narrow, for secret indulgence, and 
they will be the loudest in their censure of 
the excesses of other propensities. Grant to 
the desires of the natural man the free indul- 
gence in their favourite objects whatever these 
may be, and it is marvellous, how closely they 
will counterfeit the voice of duty in all others. 
In proportion as men cease to be governed in 
their social relations, and in the affairs of the 
church, by an awful sense of religious duty, 
other motives—misplaced or unworthy—must 
act in its stead. It would not be difficult to 
trace the manner in which private friendships 
—the undue and even servile admiration of a 
popular preacher, the interests, the opinions, 
the prejudices—-nay—the animosities of par- 
ticular combinations and private circles—may 
thus almost imperceptibly become the predo- 
minating influences in public affairs. For, 
though our Society seeks and professes to be 
governed in its deliberations by the presence 
of the Head of the Church—the men who 
compose it, enjoy neither as individuals, nor 
as a body any immunity from error, save in 
the individual possession of that Wisdom 
which comes from above, and which descends 
upon the pure and the humble, and the sin- 
cere and the obedient alone. 


There is another form of this delusion to 
which prosperous and highly cultivated com- 
munities like our own are peculiarly liable. 
Knowledge and wealth, when dedicated to the 
service of truth, are instruments for good 
whose value it is not easy to appreciate. But 
when they merely minister to the love of in- 
tellectual or physical indulgence, they may 
charm to sleep all the higher faculties of the 
soul. How easy is the descent for such a 
people into a benevolent philanthropy occupy- 
ing itself abroad rather than at home—con- 
tent with the decencies of religious form and 








, on the 19th ult. Hannan Anprew, widow of 
the late William Andrew, a member and elder of Spring 
Monthly Meeting, Orange county, N. C., in the nine- 
tieth year of her age. 


, First month 20th, at Plattekill, Ulster county, 
N. Y., after three days illness, Sovomon Torn, son of 
Nathaniel and Charity Thorn, in the 17th year of his 
age, with a well-grounded hope of a blessed immorta- 
lity. The day on which he died, he spoke in a re- 
markable manner of heavenly things—saying, on one 
occasion, “I am going to join the angels in singing the 
song of Moses and of the Lamb, in that blest abode 
where sorrow and sighing are known no more for- 
ever.” 








, on the morning of the 23d of Twelfth mo., 
1843, at his residence in East Goshen, Chester county, 
Exr Tuomas, in the sixty-second year of his age. He 
was an elder of Goshen Monthly Meeting; useful in 
religious Society, and much esteemed in the neighbour- 
hood where he dwelt. In life, he approved himself to 
be a true disciple of a meek and lowly Saviour, and in 
death, being favoured with the presence of his Lord, he 
found no cause of terror or dismay. 
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an American officer of high rank, whether he 
did believe that could have been written in 
any of our meetings? to which he replied, 
* He believed it was wrote in a meeting-house.’ 
I told him it would be hard for us to be an- 
swerable for all the crimes committed in our 
meeting-houses, when they chose to take them 
from us by force; but did he believe it was 
written by any of the Society? His answer 
was, ‘He believed General Sullivan knew 
who wrote it.’ When on the day of the bat- 
tle of Germantown, our Yearly Meeting issued 
a testimony respecting our peaceable princi- 
ples, denying said charge, | was one among 
others, appointed to present this to the com- 
mander-in-chief of each army. This was a 
proving time. ‘To pass through opposing ar- 
mies, most of whose minds were perhaps agi- 
tated, and many of them afresh fired by the 
spirit of war, from their recent engagement. 


















































Relics of the Past.—No. 4. 


No action will conduce to our everlasting happiness, that is 
not the offspring of a heartfelt conviction of duty. Mere 
outside imitations of the best actions of the best men, will 
never advance the imitator one step nearer heaven. 


WARNER MIFFLIN. 
(Continued from page 151.) 


“ The war advancing with increasing dis- 
tress, gloomy prospects opened, and close 
provings seemed at the door of such who were 
measurably redeemed from the spirit of par- 
ty. Not only our testimony against war, in 
the support of which our religious Society has 
been oft brought under trials ; but that against 
pulling down or setting up of governments 
was brought to the test. ‘There are those, 
who from full experience know, that it is not 
a cunningly devised fable, but the truth of 
God revealed in the heart, through his light 
and good Spirit, that shows us we are called 
to raise the pure standard of the Prince of 
Peace, above all party rage, strife, contention, 
rents and divisions, in the spirit of meekness 
and wisdom ; and in quietness and confidence, 
patiently to suffer what may arise for the pro- 
motion of this peaceable government of the 
Shiloh ; in and through an innocent life and 
conversation ; wherein the language is felt of 
‘Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
and good-will to men.’ This was the expe- 
rience of many,—I am bold to assert it,—even 
during this cruel war, when thousands of men 
were endeavouring in its fierce and voracious 
spirit to destroy one another. Such have been 
my own sensations, when at one view I have 
beheld both parties, and had to risk a passage 
through them. I counted no one my enemy ; 
I felt no fear from any thing on my part in 
thought, word, or deed ; many times conclud- 
ing, [ should have had no objection for the 
two contending generals to have known my 
whole heart and conduct. I had, at an early 
period of that calamity, been convinced it 
would not do for me, even in idea, to wander 
without the boundaries of my professed prin- 
ciples ; or I could not expect to be sustained 
by the secret aid of the God of the faithful, 
whose everlasting arm of help, with humble 
gratitude I may acknowledge, hath been 
stretched out for my strengthening and con- 
firmation in a variety of instances: one of 
which was, when called upon among others 
for the support of Truth, to appear before the 

assembly of Pennsylvania, on behalf of our 
Friends who were banished from Philadelphia 
to Virginia, for the well-known forgery and 
unjust charge on our Society, dated from 
Spank-town ; respecting which, some yet un- 
dertake to vilify us, though it hath been so 
fully refuted and cleared up.* 1 queried with 


remarkable than the Spanktown Forgery. 


Eighth month, of that same year. 


homes, before the date of the paper. 





* During the war of the Revolution, many unjust 
jealousies were harboured respecting the Society of 
Friends, and many calamnies were raised to prejudice 
the community against its members. The various doc. 
uments which the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia, and 
its Meeting for Sufferings, thought it right to issue, 
exhorting their members to support the Christian testi. 
mony against war, were reprinted in the public news- 
papers, accompanied by remarks calculated to exasper- 
ate the unthinking and already excited multitude. Doc- 
uments setting forth the attachment of Friends to the | Warner Mifflin’s life to give it here. 




































We had no passport, or shield to protect us 


English monarch, originally written at a time when the 
minutes of Congress themselves, were full of profession 
of allegiance to King George, were reprinted as some- 
thing new : and, at times, sentences were interpolated, 
to render them more odious to the people. Amongst 
all the papers prepared to injure Friends, during that 
period of bloodshed and commotion, no one was more 


General Sullivan addressed a letter to Congress, dated 
Hanover, 25th of August, 1777, in which he states that 
certain papers he forwards had been discovered among 
the baggage of a prisoner taken on the 22nd instant. 
But one of these papers implicated the Society of 
Friends. ‘This one purported to be an epistle issued by 
the Yearly Meeting of Spanktown, on the nineteenth of 


The author of this forgery appears to have had but 
little acquaintance with Friends, not knowing the names 
of their Yearly Meetings, or the places at which they 
were held. Spanktown, which was a nick-name for 
Rahway, was given to the place in dérision, and by 
those acquainted with this fact, was never used except 
in a light, ludicrous sense. ‘This was a sufficient guar- 
anty that no Yearly Meeting of Friends would attach 
it toa document issued by them, even had there been a 
Yearly Meeting held at that place, which there was 
not. It is true that a Quarterly Meeting had been in 
session there ; bat it had closed its business on the |8th. 
The author, no doubt, had heard of this gathering of 
Friends, and thought that it would give currency to his 
forgery. His information, however, was not very ac- 
curate, inasmuch as the whole neighbourhood could tes- 
tify, that the Friends had dispersed to their respective 


This is not the only palpable inconsistency about it. 
It is stated therein that “General Howe had landed 
near the head of Chesapeake Bay.” It appears from 
the public papers of that .period, that General Howe 
reached Turkey Point near the head, on the 22nd of 
the month, three days after the said epistle purports to 
have been written, This information did not reach 
Philadelphia until the 23d, and could not have been 
known at Rahway, or at Hanover, where General Sul. 
livan was, before the 24th or 25th. This document 
then, which he pretended had been found on the 22nd, 
could hardly have been written earlier than the 25th, 
the very day his letter was addressed to Congress. 
Whether Sullivan was the contriver of the whole affair, 
or was merely made a dupe of by others, we cannot 
now determine. Whatever may have been the origin 
of the paper, the members of Congress appear, at first, 
to have believed it genuine. ‘They ordered the seizure 
of the minutes and papers of the various Yearly Meet- 
ings, and the arrest of a number of the active and influ- 
ential members of the Society of Friends who resided 
in and about Philadelphia. These individuals were 
torn from their families and friends, and banished to 
Hopewell, in Virginia. A detailed history of this trans- 
action might be interesting to the readers of “ The 
Friend,” but it would break too much the sketch of 


157 
from any merciless attack, but our own inno- 
cence, sheltered by the wing of Divine pre- 
servation. Here | was brought into renewed 
sympathy with our oppressed African brethren, 
who are many of them exposed to the uncon- 
trolled power of man, without any tribunal on 
all the earth whereunto they can appeal for 
redress of grievances.” 

The Yearly Meeting of 1777 closed on the 
4th of the Tenth month, the day of the battle 
of Germantown; and it is recorded, that 
whilst James Thornton, the clerk that year, 
was signing the testimony against war, the 
meeting-house was shaking from the constant 
discharges of artillery. ‘The concluding min- 
ute of that year is worthy of record, 

“ft hath been truly comfortable and re- 
freshing to the minds of Friends who have 
attended this meeting, that through the loving 
kindness of the Father of Mercies, we have 
been permitted to hold the same in remark- 
able quietness, notwithstanding the present 
outward commotions which surround us; and 
being evidently favoured through the sittings 
thereof with the sweetening influences of 
Truth, which have been increased, and con- 
tinued to the close; tending remarkably to 
unite our minds to one another, as well as in 
reverent praise to the holy Head of the 
church.” 

Warner Mifflin volunteered to undertake 
the delivery of a copy of the testimony 
against war to Washington and Howe. In 
performing it, he passed among the dead bodies 
who had fallen the previous day in battle. In 
conversation with Washington, he frankly 
told him, “ | am opposed to the Revolution, 
and to all changes of government which 
occasion war and bloodshed.” Some years 
afterwards, when Washington was president 
of the United States, Warner visited him at 
New York, and was received ‘with great kind- 
ness and respect. Washington remembered 
the conversation at Germantown, and inquired 
on what principle he was opposed to the Revo- 
lution. He replied, * on the same principles 
that I should be opposed to a change in this 
government. All that ever was gained by 
Revolutions, are not an adequate compensa- 
tion to the poor mangled soldier, for the loss 
of life or limb.” After a pause, the president 
replied, “ Mr. Mifflin, 1 honour your senti- 
ments; there is more in that than mankind 
have generally considered.” 

During the war, many individuals amongst 
the members of the Society of Friends, were 
brought under considerable uneasiness of 
mind, in regard to paying the taxes levied by 
order of Congress. ‘They knew the proceeds 
of these taxes were almost exclusively devoted 
to the support of the army, and the continu- 
ance of civil war, and whilst they felt the ob- 
ligation of obeying the command of their Mas- 
ter, to “ render unto Cesar the things that are 
Cesar’s,” they doubted, whether it properly ap- 
plied to a case, where the right of government 
was yet in dispute. Many declined paying, 
and suffered heavy distraints on their property 
in consequence. Amongst these Warner 
Mifflin’s father was one. 

Warner could not take the paper-money 
issued by Congress, believing it was closely 
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connected with violence and bloodshed. For | the word, but not “ doers,” may be deceiving | 


necessary care after their own help, and isa 


, . | . . + 
several years other money was not to be had ‘and lulling themselves into a false and fatal | stumbling-block in the way of the weak, who 


for his produce, and being in debt, and not | security. 
able to procure from his various estates, | 
enough to pay even the interest, he suffered | 
considerable pecuniary losses. 

Beside the injury sustained in his property, | 


there were many petty ee = dressed to Friends of Penketh meeting the 
nected with eee - b re \following epistle, which was publicly read 
hold utensils and furniture, which were broken, | i,,+6 at the close of the meeting for wor- 
could not be replaced, and it required no little | chin -” 


ingenuity to get together a sufhicient amount | Re. or 


exercised for the cause of truth in America, 
Samuel Fothergill was not unmindful of his 





“ee , }ure in their own possession. 
Friends at home, and from Nantucket ad-| P 


of coin to bear his expenses as he travelled 
through Delaware, Maryland and Virginia, to 
defend the rights, and plead the cause of the 
negro. The following letter is in point :— 


Kent, 11th of First mo., 1781. 


Dear Friend,—I am just about to start for 
the dark land of Virginia, in order to see what 
can be done in the case of a negro sold there 
for a demand against my father for tax. My 
wife has several times proposed to me to try 
and get some pewter. Karthen-ware having 
been cheap, and my wife liking it much bet- 
ter, we have almost no pewter, and our stock 
of crockery-ware is nearly exhausted. I have 
thought of thee this morning, in connection 
with this subject, knowing thou hast a share 
in an iron-works, where it is likely thou hast 
a considerable demand for Indiancora. As I 
do not like to send any thing I have for sale 


to a common market, whilst the streams of 


blood appear running almost through every 


channel of trade, | have concluded to propose 
to thy consideration, if it would suit thee to 
look and see if thou canst find and furnish us 
It seems probable to me, there may 
be some families in the city that may have a 
larger share than may be proper for them, 
under their present circumstances, to keep. Of 


some. 


such as this I should be willing to have, if 1 
ently pay for. 


be glad to hear from thee thereon. 


would do. 
be had, I should like. 


haste. 
1 conclude thy well wishing friend, 
Warner MIFFLIN. 
(To be continued.) 
pal For “* The Friend." 
Memoirs of Samuel Fothergill. 


Epistle to Friends of Penketh Meeting. 
Nantucket, Sixth mo, 28th, 1755. 


Dearly Beloved Friends,—In the sensible 
renewings of that melting, humbling love, 
which hath often bowed my spirit and yours 
in reverend, holy worship, when present with 
you, do I affectionately salute the truly living 
amongst you, as present in spirit, though, for 
the cause of truth, far separated in body; yet 
by no means less inwardly anxious for your 
establishment in the unchangeable truth, than 
when present amongst you, and engaged in 
labour for your help and growth into your 
several measures of the fulness of Christ. In 
which true love, my spirit hath often secretly 
reached towards you ; and of late, with that 





For this purpose I thought 
proper to mention the corn to thee, and should 
It is not 
likely, except the winter should continue as it 
has begun, that it would be sent up till spring, 
or that the pewter should be got down. I 
was thinking if we could get half a dozen 
common plates, and two middle size dishes, it 
Some more plates, if in reason to 
This for the present, 
I believe, must wind me up, being in great 


unreserved openness, as to allow me at least a 
liberty to salute you with a token of love un- 
feigned. 


First to you, my beloved friends, partakers 


of the heavenly calling, who have surely 
known him in whom you have believed, and 


been made witnesses of his powerful resurrec- 
tion unto life; my soul is at this instant bow- 
ed, with and for you, that nothing may be ad- 
mitted to weaken your hold, or diminish your 
following on to know him, and his work, who 
hath made his voice known, and his holy arm 
I have seen the snares 
could get it, in a way that I could conveni-|laid in your way; the love of the world, and 
jhe indolent rest in the remembrance of former 


bare for your help. 


gladly admit of these discouraging prospects, 


“ Whilst thus closely engaged, and deeply as they flatter their own negligence, and speak 


a language calculated to indulge them in their 
| remissness suitably to labour for hidden treas- 

Let, therefore, 
‘the word of exhortation be received by you, to 
stir up to an increase in faithful obedience ; 
ever bearing in your remembrance the loving 
kindness of the Lord of sure mercies, and its 
end, even your own establishment, and the 
help of others by your living . example ; 
that you, being faithful followers of him who 
hath entered into rest, may say to others, 
| Follow me, as I follow Christ.” 

And I am fully assured that the honest tra- 
vellers amongst you, to whom my spirit is 
secretly united, will not be overlooked. Al- 
though they may have pensively to muse on 
the roll written within and without, lamenta- 
tion, mourning and woe, He who has bowed 
the heavens, and come down for the help of 
| his own seed, will not turn away his holy ear 
from their requests, but speedily arise for 
their sure deliverance. 

You also, my friends, who are not so sensi- 
bly united by a birth from the immortal seed 
to the true family as I have often begged for 
you, have a place in my remembrance, and an 
affectionate concern that you might be pre- 
vailed with to work while it is yet day with 
you, and be excited to seek after the one 
| thing ; a solemn approaching hour will con- 

vince you that it is absolutely necessary for 
peace and rest forever. How long hath the 
gracious Hand been extended for your help? 
even all the day long, until the evening has 
drawn near, and his locks have been wet with 
its dews; unwilling to leave, and graciously 
mindful of you. Oh! that none such may 
survive the extending of the blessed arm of 
all-substantial strength, and remain in ad- 
vanced life as trees twice dead, and plucked 





favour ; together with the strong touches of|up by the roots, reserved for Tophet, pre- 
heavenly help, which have been considered as| pared of old for those who forget God. 


marks of approbation of your present state, 


And O that the youth amongst you, to 


rather than what the Lord Almighty intended| whom even Dives’s desire for his brethren, 
them for, even strong inducements to follow on|that one might be raised and sent from the 


to know him. 


This fatal mistake hath some-|dead to warn them, hath been granted, of 


times led the truly visited into a partial work,| which [ am a living monument, might be 


5 


and centred them in a false rest; in a low, and | roused, in very heart, to seek carefully after 
dwarfish, weak state, subject to frequent fail-| their own interest, and to study betimes those 
ures and bruises, which have eclipsed and | things which can alone make their lives truly 
dimmed the beauty which the Lord of the| comfortable, and enable them to fill up their 
heritage would have endued you with. There- | essential duties here, and rest in peace at the 


fore, beloved friends, wait for and submit to| solemn approaching conclusion. 


Whatever 


the shaking, loosening power, which would| place it may now have with you, satisfied I 
lead from the unnecessary embarrassments of}am you have been eminently favoured ; and 
this world; for such are those which lead to|line upon line, precept upon precept, have 


forget God. 





Jerico, through Jordan, and to the last vision 
of the heavenly messenger; so shall a double 

The epistle inserted to-day, although ad-| portion of the Spirit rest upon you, and the 
dressed to a particular meeting, is fraught | name and cause of the Highest be magnified, 
with counsel of extended application, and | your own treasures enlarged, and those who 
suited as well, perhaps, to the present time, as|are behind encouraged, by your example, to 
to that in which it was written. ‘The love of| diligence and steady care to possess the like 
the world, and the specious snare of an “ in-| durable inheritance. On the contrary, where 
dolent rest” are as present and potent as|negligence and weakness, through a worldly 
ever, in the hands of the unwearied adver-| spirit, prevail amongst the seeming foremost 
sary, to captivate those, who being hearers of| ranks, it encourages in undue liberties, relaxes 


(Continued from page 150.) 


Follow faithfully to Bethel, to} been given in the spreading of gathering love 


and mercy, which my soul craves your rever- 
ent remembrance of to your profit; for they 
will not fall to the ground, but remain, as pro- 
fitable direction to the right-minded, or a 
dreadful hand-writing upon the wall against 
the rebellious and negligent. For thus, even 
now, saith the Lord Almighty, respecting the 
issue of his word to his visited people, as of 
old,—‘** As the rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 


sn ani aa Nia ap en ih. a wc cn ht iN te aa eR ttt 





an 


PSs 


—- / t pte lank ty pan Pahones 
ae ean ae wk a al ena EE 


THE FRIEND. 





forth and bud, that it may give eced to the| ing was suited to my state or case. I am 


sower, and bread to the eater; so shall my| humbly thankful God hath not left me with- 
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it| out his Witness in my heart, and also that he 
shall not return unto me void, but it shall ac-| hath inclined you to point me out;—may I 
complish that which I please, and it shall| humbly and patiently wait his time of deliver- 


prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” 

O, therefore, dear young Friends, he warn- 
ed in time to bow in heart to this word, that 
you may know it to be a word of sure com- 
fort in a day when nothing else can speak 
peace to the soul; and that, through its sanc- 


ance, and follow by faith his fiery and cloudy 
pillar all through this howling wilderness, I 
have, I humbly hope, preached Jesus Christ, 
but not in your Society; and, I hope, in a good 
measure, with a single eye to the glory of 
God, but having been lately exercised with 


tifying virtue, you may be made vessels of| many severe trials from the professing church, 


honour in the house of God, that the labour 


frequently and affectionately bestowed upon 
you may not be in vain to any among you. I 
am sensible there are good desires at times 
present in some of your minds; but, alas! 
often weakened by the hurtful things which 
are spread as snares in the path of youth, and 
which often endanger the unwary, careless 
mind, and lead it into certain destruction: 
but there is an all-sufficient Hand, able and 
willing to direct and support in all perils, and 
to conduct steadily and safely to that desirable 
possession, which is reserved for those, of all 
ranks, and of every age, who seek diligently, 
by faith and patience, to inherit glory. 

I have, on my own account, cause of rever- 
ent worship, for the continuance of daily sup- 
port, proportioned not to my deserving, but to 
the abundant condescension of a gracious God ; 
who hath every way helped me, inwardly and 
outwardly, in this laborious service, and hath 
supplied with wisdom and strength to labour 
to some service, and my own great peace, in 
humble, reverent trust in his unchangeable 
love and help, which hath not yet failed. So 
that I have often, with a soul inwardly melted 
before the throne of grace, admired his good- 
ness, and had to acknowledge his unutterable 
kindness and mercy, in engaging my heart to 
devote the bloom and strength of my life to 
his service, who is ever worthy of love, obe- 
dience, and the tribute of a devoted heart. 
Amen, amen. 


Thus, beloved Friends, the yearning of an) 


affectionate heart reaches to you, and craves 
for you sure help in the way of righteousness 
and peace ; that if | be restored again to you, 
there may be a sensible increase and growth ; 
that you may be a joyful prospect to me; and 
that my return, if permitted, and of which I 
have a secret hope, may be to you in the ful- 
ness of the gospel of peace, and not with sor- 
row and distress on your account. 

The everlasting, holy, and unchangeable 


I have been led to retire more inward, to com- 
mune with my own heart and be still. I see 
my own ignorance,—my will worship,—my 
forms, and modes and gospel schemes,—my 
unfeeling prayers, and often unseasonable | 
| preaching, without spirit and life, as ouly | 
rising from a carnal mind, which is comity | 
against God, and the imagination exalting 
| itself against him. From six years of age I 
| have tasted, at seasons, Divine love and 03g 
vour; but I must lament that I have too, too 
often, lost the savour of his precious truths ; 
may it be so no more! Many times (like 
Israel) have I been delivered, and as often like 
them have I provoked him by distrust, Xc. ; 
| yea, he hath chastised me, and I have been 
| like a bullock unaccustomed tothe yoke. Ah! 
that I might be so moulded into his heavenly 
| image, and daily learn to say experimentally, 
|“ Thy will be done.” 

He indeed renewed his love to me that 
evening, and since he hath caused his grace to 
distil as the dew, and has given me to know, 
that in his own time and way, he will lengthen 
my cords, and strengthen my stakes, and cause 
me to break out on the right and on the left. 

I feel my spirit melting while I write this, 
with the tenderest love and affection towards 
you, that minister in the Word, and towards 
your Society. I joy in your joys, and should | 
sorrow in your sorrows, did | know them. | 
Pardon me, if I go too far in saying, that I | 
have seen in my mind what the Lord will do| 
in his own time. Antichrist will fall with all | 








nion, and among them will I, if I can, and the 
Lord please, be buried. Thy God is my 
God, and to his grace I am a great debtor. 
When you find freedom in prayer, remember 
your affectionate friend. 

* * #€ * 


== 


For “ The Friend.” 
BIBLE ASSOCIATION, 


The managers of the Bible Association of 
Friends in America, having paid the debt due 
on the Depository Building, at the corner of 
Fourth street and Appletree alley, the net 
income, arising from the rents of this pro- 
perty, may now be applied to the original 
objects of the Association—and the Managers 
will thus be enabled to increase the supply of 
Bibles and Testaments for gratuitous distri- 
bution amongst those who are destitute, and 
who cannot afford to purchase them; as well 
as to continue to sell them to others at low 
prices as heretofore. To effect this, it is ne- 
cessary they should be furnished by Auxilia- 
ries with an accurate account of the state of 
Friends within their respective limits, as re- 
gards the supply of the Holy Scriptures—sta- 
ting distinctly the number of families which 
are destitute, and also the number of individu- 
als who can read, and who do not own a copy, 
and are not able to purchase one ; that every 
member of our religious Society who has at- 
tained to years of reflection, may have free 
and constant access to the Seriptures, and be 
encouraged to make them his study and de- 
light. 

As the necessary information must be ac- 
quired, and the distribution effected, princi- 
pally through the medium of Auxiliary Asso- 
ciations, it is very desirable that, where such 
associations do not at present exist, they 
should be established at an early period, and 
reported to the Managers. ‘To facilitate this 
objeet, the rules for Auxiliaries adopted by the 
Parent Association are herewith published. 

The Corresponding Committee earnestly 


his powers, and a pure primitive church, per-| request the prompt attention of Auxiliaries to 
haps like thine, arise out of his ruins, for in| the subjoined queries; and that the answers 
the “evening time it shall be light,”—and thereto may be forwarded, so as to be receiv- 
that shall shine brighter and brighter to the! ed by the first of the Fourth month next. 

| perfect day. I have been burthened with the Joun Pavt, Correspond- 
weight of the fearful apprehension, that the Tuomas Evans, ing commit- 
Lord God hath a controversy with us, as a Tuomas Kimeer, ) tee. 


nation, laden with iniquity; his hand has!  phjlad., Second mo., 6th, 1844. 
been,—is,—and will be, stretched out against QUERIES. 





us, if we do not repent, and turn to him with a = ney 
God of all comfort be near you, to strengthen | all our minds. Ah! Friends, know by many|_ 1- What number of families or individuals 


that which remains alive, and should live, to| years’ experience, though I am but a young | have been gratuitously furnished with the 
support you in every difficulty, and preserve| man, that if you are faithful to reprove, pub- Holy Scriptures by the Association, since its 
you as a well-fenced and frequently watered | licly and privately, you will suffer persecution, | establishment ; and how many during the past 
garden, is the prayer of your true friend and| perhaps even among some of your own whole- | Year ! 


well wisher. 
Samvuet Foruwercitt. 
(To be continued.) 


A copy of a letter from a Clergymanin Eng- 
land, to Patience Brayton, written Second 
month, 1787. 


Friend !—That love that thinketh no evil,| evening, if he so will, meet to praise forever ! 


hearted people, for all are not Israel, that are 


2. What number of Bibles and Testaments 


born of Israel; but continue you faithful unto| have been sold by the Association, since its 
death, and you know, who hath said, He will| commencement ; and how many within the 
give you a crown of life. past year? 

I conclude, may the peace of God rule in| 3. How many members, male and female, 
your hearts, and may you be stirred up to|are there belonging to the Association ; and 
thankfulness to him in your spirit, on my ac-| What number of families of Friends reside 
count; and may all who heard you that| within its limits ? 

4. Are there any families of Friends within 


and rejoiceth in the truth, constraineth me to} As to me, at a suitable season, thy people shall | your limits not duly supplied with the Holy 
say that the exhortation on Wednesday even-| be mine; I will live and die in their commu- | Scriptures; and if so, how many ! 
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capable of reading the Bible, do not own a 
copy ? 

6. How many Bibles or Testaments may 
probably be disposed of by sale or to Friends 
within your limits ? 

7. Is the income of the Auxiliary sufficient 
to supply those within its limits who are not 
duly furnished with the Holy Scriptures? 

8. What number of Bibles and Testaments 
would it be necessary for the Bible Associ- 
ation to furnish gratuitously, so as to enable 
the Auxiliary to supply each family, and each 
member of our religious Society, capable of 
reading, who is destitute of a copy, and unable 
to purchase it? 


RULES 


For the Government of Auziliary Associa- 
tions. 


The objects and constitution of the Bible 
Association of Friends in America, having 
the approbation of this meeting, it is agreed, 
that a society be now formed under the fol- 
lowing rules, to be called the “ Aux- 
iliary Bible Association of Friends,” for the 
purpose of supplying Friends and others, in 
this vicinity, with the Holy Scriptures, en- 
couraging the frequent and serious perusal of 
them, and promoting a more accurate know- 
ledge of their invaluable contents ; also, of co- 
operating with the Bible Association of Friends 
in America, in furthering their important : 





jects in other places. 


Rules. 


Ist. Any person paying to the Treasurer 
dollars at one time, or dollars annu- 

ally, and being a member of the religious So- 
ciety of Friends, shall be a member of this 
Association. 

2d. Any member of the Bible Association 
of Friends in America, residing in this dis- 
trict, shall be considered a member of .this 
Auxiliary Association. 

3d. The officers of this Association shall be 
a Secretary, Treasurer, and a Committee of 
Correspondence. 

4th. The Committee of Correspondence 
shall consist of the Secretary, Treasurer, and | 

members to be chosen annually: they 

shall have the power of filling vacancies in 
their own body, and shall be authorized to act 
on behalf of the Association, during its re- 
cess: they shall meet monthly, and keep fair 
minutes of all their proceedings, which, with 
the correspondence, shall be laid before the 
Association at its Quarterly Meetings. 
members shall form a quorum. 

5th. The Association shall meet once in| 
three months, on the day of - At 
the first Quarterly Meeting in each year, a 
statement of the accounts, and of the number 
of Bibles and Testaments distributed, and on 
hand, shall be exhibited ; the several officers 
appointed ; and a detailed report of the proceed- 
ings during the preceding year, be prepared 
and forwarded to the Secretary of the Bible 
Association of Friends in America; to attend 
the annual meeting of which, delegates may 
be appointed. 
6th. The amount of subscriptions and do- 





5. How many members of our Society, | nations to this Association, after deducting the 


necessary expenses, shall be remitted annu- 
ally to the Treasurer of the Bible Association 
of Friends in America, in consideration of the 
provision made in the tenth article of its con- 
stitution, viz., “* The full amount paid by Aux- 
iliary Societies to the Treasurer of this Asso- 
ciation, shall be returned to them, if demand- 
ed within the current year, in Bibles or 
Testaments at the lowest prices, subject to the 
regulations which may be established by the 
acting committee ; but all sums not so de- 
manded shall remain at the disposal of this 
Association, to aid in promoting its general 
objects.” 

7th. Every subscriber to this Association 
shall be entitled to a return of one-half of the 
amount of his life or anoual subscription, in 
Bibles or Testaments at cost, under such 
regulations as may be hereafter adopted. 

8th. The members of the Association shall 
appoint committees, whose duty it shall be to 
solicit subscriptions in their respective neigh- 
bourhoods, and to inquire what families, indi- 
viduals or schools, are in want of Bibles or 
Testaments, and make report thereof to the 
Association or the Committee of Correspon- 
dence, in order that they may be promptly 
supplied, either at prime cost or otherwise, 
according to circumstances. 

9th. A list of such committees shall be 
kept by the Secretary; and at every Quar- 
terly Meeting, each committee shall be called 
upon to report the state of its neighbourhood ; 
the amount of moneys collected, and the num- 
ber of Bibles and Testaments distributed or 
required. 

10th. Any member, ceasing to be a mem- 
ber of the religious Society of Friends, shall 
cease to be a member of this Association. 
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We deem it right to point the attention of 
Friends in the various sections of the country, 
and in a particular manner, the members of 
Auxiliary Associations, in connection with the 
Bible Association of Friends,—to the circular 
on another page issued by the Corresponding 
Committee of that interesting institution. It 
will be perceived by what is therein stated, 
that the commodious edifice, corner of Fourth 
street and Appletree alley, is now disencum- 
bered of debt, and, consequently, that the in- 
come arising from the rents of the different 
parts of the building will henceforth be wholly 
applicable to the printing and circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures. Thus, it may be said, 
a new era has dawned upon the institution, 
and we trust a fresh impulse will thereby be 
given to all its operations. It is very desi- 
rable that Auxiliary Associations do carefully 
and fully comply with the several requisitions 
set forth in the circular, and that their re- 
ports be forwarded in season, to be presented 
at the Annual Meeting in the Fourth month 
next. 


London Friend and British Friend. 


George W. Taylor hereby informs subscri- 
bers to the above papers, that he has received 
only nine numbers of the London Friend, and 
Nos. 4, 5, 8 and 10 of the British Friend ; all 
of which he has forwarded to the subscribers 
first in order on his list, so far as his supply 
held out. There are several subscribers to 
the former who have yet had no numbers, 
who shall be furnished as soon as a further 
supply shall be received, which is looked for 
daily. Nos. 1 and 2 of the British Friend are 
not to be had, but subscribers shall have their 
full compliment of numbers by taking part of 
vol. 2d. The other numbers missing it is 
hoped can be obtained. 





The Annual Meeting of the Auxiliary Bible 
Association of Friends in Philadelphia Quar- 
terly Meeting, will be held on the evening of 
Second-day, the 12th instant, at half past se- 
ven o'clock, in the Committee-room, Arch 
street. The members of both branches are 
invited to attend. 

Natuan Kire, Sec’ry. 

Philad., Second mo., 10th, 1844. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Committee on Admissions.—John G. Hos- 
kins, No. 60 Franklin street, and No. 50 
North Fourth street, up stairs; Isaiah Hack- 
er, No. 112 south Third street, and No. 32 
Chestnut street; Samuel Bettle, jr., No. 73 
N. Tenth st. ; Charles Ellis, No. 95 8. Eighth 
street, and No. 56 Chestnut street ; Benjamin 
Albertson, No. 45 North Sixth street, and 
No. 19 High street; Blakey Sharpless, No. 
253 Pine street, and No. 50 North Fourth 
street. 


Visiting Managers for the Month.—Jobn 
Elliott, No. 242 Race street; George R. 
Smith, No. 487 Arch street; George G. 
Williams, No. 61 Marshall street. 

Superintendents.—Philip Garrett and Su- 
san Barton. 

Attending Physician.—Dr. Charles Evans, 
No. 201 Arch street. 

Resident Physician.—-Dr. 
Worthington. 


Joshua H. 


ae o—le———eoo 


Diep, at the residence of his father, Richmond, Jef. 
ferson county, Ohio, on the 2Ist ult., Bensamin Far- 
quHar ; a member of Smithfield Monthly Meeting, in 
the thirtieth year of his age. Having carly submitted 
to the purifying operation of the Spirit of Trath, he was 
preserved, in a good degree, from the follies and vanity 
of youth. He was warmly attached tu the doctrines 
and principles of our religious Society, and in his inter. 
course with the world, was unflinching in the support 
of all our peculiar Christian testimonies. The meek- 
ness of his spirit, the firmness and consistency of his 
conduct, much endeared him to his friends, and caused 
him to be respected by all who knew him—and He, 
whom he was careful not to deny befure men, did not 
forsake him at last ; but enabled him to bear a lingering 
illness with Christian fortitude, and resignation to his 
holy will. 
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